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OUR TIME WITH HINDUSTAN TIME.

Dilsper Dhillon reports on an internship witl the Findustan Times during the summer break

On June my brother, Mansher, and 1 found our

chies st

utside a rather inumidanngly large build
i it Place, known to people as the ‘Hindusta
Times Building' We were there as interns, ak 2. junior cor-
respondents, for a month. And what & month it was!
We were assigned to the HT Saturday secnon, the other
Sports, Defence. HT Sunday etc, all of
icles with correspondents work-

ns beir
ch had
them.

The HI
section. Tt gives us all the major news stories with in-depth
analysis, making them interesting to read. There are a Jot
of articles by prominent people like Barkha Dutt and
Khushwant Singh (who have their own

Thére isisaa lesure page o

in which the reviews of the latest mov-

eir own cub

Saturcay paper in Delhi 1s  recently started

columns)

ies and books are given

On a Saturday, people usually have
alot of free tme. Thus, one cansead  NEIPEA US
the paper propedy and in a relaxed
mood. This ts how the idea of a spe-
cal Saturday edition of the Hindustan
Times came up. Two months later, vath
its enticing headings, copious but
reader-friendly articles, and with a whole page dedicated
10 the opinions of the people of the country on various
social issues in society, this paper is going as strong as ever

On the first day, we did not do anything much, except
look at old editions to understand what this section was all
about. But doing no work on the first day was definitely
not a sign of things to come! Here are some of the things
we did:

I once went to the Rashtrapan Bhawan with 2 senior
reporter to cover something called The Kitchen Museum”
A lot of old crockery and cutlery of the Viceregal, later
Presidenual, residence is on display. The items were huge
For instance, s bowl and a thulf were about the size of a
Main Building desk!

We used to sit in the HT Saturday cubicle helping our
‘co-workers' by pin-pointing errors in their articles and giv-
ing inputs on how the article could be made “a birde less
bonng’ (in their terms). Apart from this, we used to wnte
our own articles and a few of them were able to survive
the editor’s knufe N

Every week, the career graph of an actor, sportsperson
of celebrity is summed up in just seventy to cighty words
and is placed inside a small box, next to the Leisure Page. |
did one on Narayan Karthikeyan in a modest attempt to

Qur internship at
the Hindusean Times

quainted with the
hard realities of
running a newspaper ,,

alleviate the burden on someone clse in my department
One Friday, Mansher had no work to do and the
edition was coming out the follows

senior editor, spoke to him about po: ﬂ.nl.uu-s and sub
It was then
*homework delivery’ struck him. He waited rwo ho
before Namita, the editor of the Saturday HT, af
of the idea, and, armed with a notepad, a pen, and ac
companied by 3 photographer, he went to Gurgaon. Te
thenmeta statonery shop owner, Amarject Kaur, whose
shop did students’ holiday homework. He asked hera

jects to write a story on. hat the idea of

few questions and asked
snapshots of her shop

photographer 1o take a few
n hour later, he was back in the
office, working on the aracle. The next
moming it came on the front page of a
newspaper with 1.2
much to his delight
One remarkable thing abour 1
people working there was their natural
frendliness and amuability The atmo-
sphere there was very casy-going and
relaxed, with sporadic bouts of laugh:
ter and enthusiastic voices cmanaung
from different cubicles.
time these committed journalists maintined a truly im-

million readers,

he

getac-

At the same

pressive work ethic

We had four co-workers. First there was Jaira), a
20- year old ex-Mayoite. He had the Rolling Stoncs
and The Doors playing almost always on his com-
puter, much to the annoyance of the people from the
neighbouring cubieles. Then there was Ripur, a 25.
year old, who always lified the spints of the ‘disgrunded
bunch’ in the department wath her watty anecdotes.

There were also Ashish and Vinayak, the two se-
nior correspondents who could always be seen throw-
ng words of mouvauon on Friday nights before the
release of HT Saturday, Our Chief Editor, Namira, a
greganious person in her fortics, was a force to reckon
with, especially on Thursdays and Fridays. Her jokes
were appreciated by everyone (or clse!).

Our intesnship at the Hindustar Times helped us
get acquainted with the hard realities of running a
newspaper. It helped us to utilise our holidays in a
productive way, and at the same time, it provided a
medium through which we could express oursclves
and clucidate our points of view To end, we would
like to say that it was a truly amazing, hands-on work

expericnce.
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REGULARS
SHANTI SWAROOP

The following are the results of the Shanti Swaroop
Science Essay Contest held on August 7, 2006
st Aruj Shukla
2nd: Vishnukaant Puty and Pradyot Shahs

Oberoi House was the runner-up with 359 pounts
while Jaipur House won the contest with 386 points

\Well writien!
DEBATING IN SCHOOL
Akshit Ba grarwal represented The
Doon School n the regional round of the Mahbub-
ul-Haq Memorial Debate, held i the Kidachand L1
Akshit
Iaten was adjudged the Best Speaker against the mo

ra and Chet

Jwwary Fleven schools participated im the debate

non. The school was placed fiest and has qualified for

thi in October

the national finals 10 be held in 1

In the fiest round of the Inter-House English De-
bate held on August 19, the House posinons were as
Foallows
Ist: Hyderabad House
2nd: Kashmur House
brd: Oberoi |House
th
Sth: Jupur House

Shikhar Singl was adjudged the Best Speaker of
Ashish Mitter was the Second Best

lata House

he debate
Speaker
Hyderabad, Kashmir

e second round

Houses qual

he d In the sec

o the debate, also held on August 19, the

ouse posittons weee as Tollows:

Ist: Hyderabad

2nd: Oberm

3rd: Kashnur

he Just A Minute (JAM) secuon, Ma

¢ Best Speaker. In the Turncoatsect

khandelwval was the Best Speaker, and in the

venon, Ashish Mitter was the Best Speaker.
Hyderabad House and Oberoi House have quali-

fied for the final round of the debare.

Well spoken, and best of luck for the final round to
Ixc held on September 2

‘Bapn’ Bovs 11

In the District Badminton Championship held
1 Parade Ground, Mukund Nyat reached the serm-
finals in the singles Under-13 category, while Shubham
Ciupta reached the quarter-finals in the singles Under-
19 category  In the doubles event, Shubham Gupta
and Abhimanyu €
the Under-19 category

ndra reached the quarter-finals in

Congratulations!
SQUASHING VICTORY
In the recently concluded State Squash Champi-
onship for Men held at Handwar, The Doon School
emetged as the winner after defeaung 1T, Rourkee,
that the

i the finals. This ss the third consecutive ye
school team has won this championship. Esght teams
parucipated i this event

Kudos 10 our winners!

TaBLE TENNIS TOURNAMENT

In the Independence Day Table Tennis Tour-
nament held at Parade Ground, the school was rep
resented by Arpit Panjwani, Amit Gupra, Ashutosh
Kejnwal and Sagar Agarwal. The team reached the
semi-finals

Well played!

VISITORS

Shally Gadhoke, 1 psychotherapist who 15 also a
nt and tramer and engaged in nat

consu nal policy

work mn the UK, will be working in school ull the first

cr. Weleome!
TALK TIME

A talk on college educaton in the US was given 1
e from USEFI

\' roon

week of Septem

the S and Sc furmers by a repr

ta

on Monday , August 21, 10 the ;

** Unquotable ™"
Quctes

U'm wery heggary
Anuj Bhatia, poar boy

' wery

.
Anuj Bhatia, poorer sull
Big urs are @ agn

Shikhar Singh, preparing for an election
You are aweating ke raiming,

Tanuj Kumar has had a dry spell

Sibool metn mers break-tace karna.

Saurav Sethia defends huimsclf

You re steppang on my puise.

RSF skips a heartbear

Stop holding the claxs to bartage.

RSF's g
Arr we getting chucken at the counter?
Aditya Kothiwal, sull scared of bird flu
You are 2 snfimite

Rishabh Gupta goes oo far

You wunt to a mock met

ammar gets hyacked

SDA a-fraid of beng mocked.

PINION FOLL

Tow muck time do you take grooming

goussel] before an outing - 5 mina, 15

4 . ’ °
minog, S0 mins, 45 mins, 60 mina |

Next Week’s Question: Do you feel mconve

nuenced by the buillding sctivity around school?
==

e .on Cabie ol Wl b bt e, & vt VL



ME, MyseLF AND |

Kanti

Bajpai

What do we know about our Headmaster? Apart from the appearances at Assembly, the routine sightings at
officual dos, the articles he has written for the Week(y, the talks at the breakfast table which revolve around

school issues, his sporting participation in the unending

“Friends of Doon’ debate, I'm sure there is more to him

than we Enow. Last weekend, the prefects went on a retreat with the HM and Dy. HM; whick was when most,
1f not all of us, learnt a lot more about fiim. We all knew fiim as an M, not as a person. That's why I asked fim
to be more candid with the school community in general, and not only with the prefects. So, in this article, Dr.

Kant: Bajpar tells us something about kis fife, times and what hie believes in.

What abour me? 1 would have been bomn in Rome,
but a family illness brought my mother back to
Bombay, and <o 1 was born in the ‘flood capial’ of
Indi. Otherwise, | might have been lualian. I thnve
on pasta. | am a Foreign Service brar, and came back
to India when | was eleven years old. 1 had 1o learn
Iindi and lost a year at school (St. Xavier's, Delhi).

1 spent three years at Doon (ex-264 T'72). 1 would
have come 1o Doon sooner, but my father kept post-
poming the day! My father was the first School Cap-
tan, which makes this rather strange (perhaps he knew
Iiight Bajpais have come to Doon

At Doon, | was A Bit of a Somebody, 1 suppose;
louse Captain, Scholar’s Blazer, School Colours,
Chuckerbutty winner, Best Actor's Cup (rwice), En-
glish Marker (rwice), Science Master’s Trophy, Bakhle
Essay winner, Secretary of the School Council, Chief
liditor of the Weekly, PT Jersey. 1 also played every
game for the Touse (including chess, but not includ-
ing swimming, gymnastics and boxing). Impressed?

Less impressive: | didn't do wo well in the ISC
(didn’t study}, but ie didn’t matter much in those days

somethingl)

(don't try this now). 1 got Economics Honours ar St.
Stephen'’s College, but chose 1o go to the University
af Briush Columbia instead.

1 came back to teach at Doon n 1980-81 as KTB.
I was a tutor i Jaipur House and taught Economics
to the § form and English to the D and C forms.
Some of my students from those years now have their
children at Doon, so that I can mess them up twice
rerl Before Doon, 1 was a professor of Political

Science/ International Relations for fourteen years. My
specializanons in Political Science were Comparat
Politics, Internanonal Relanons, Civil Military Relanons
My Phd is from the University
Ilinois, Urbana-Champaign. [ have taught at the
level since the 19805 - in the US and in
I was also a hostel warden for nine years at

=

and Military History.

university
India
Jawaharlal Nehra University in Delhs, which [ count
as a great experience.

My research deals with international relations
theory, mternational and national secunty issues (espe-
caally nuclear weapons), South Asian, and India’s for-
cign relations. My most recent works are Roots of Ter-
rorsm and International Relations in India (2 volumes). 1
have worked at insututes and think-tanks in India, the
US and Australia. The most interesting of these as-
signments was at the Brookings Insttution in Wash-
m DC, in 2000.01
For ten years, [ was a preny regular commentator
ancls, wheee [ dealt
larly India’s pe

ny

elevision cha

Editor-in-Chief

1 got asked for my autograph once or twice
My children switched channels whenever [

cies
(truly)
was on the tube.

I am a ‘dove’ on foreign policy and national se.
curity issues. | opposed the nuclear tests, supported
the government on the Indian Awchnes hijacking, and
criticized the deployment of Indian troops in 2002
03 against Pakistan. 1 believe there is a jnt solu
uon to the Kashmir conflict, and I once outhned
this to President Pervez Musharral of Pakistan. |
doubt very much that China will attack India unless
we do somerthing very, ve 1 am convinved
that force is not the answer to terrorism. 1 admire
Gandhi and Nehru and Indian democracy.
political liberal

I love reading and writing, teaching and research
When [ finish at Doon, | will return to the university or
20 to a policy institute. 1am trving to finish two books

¢ silly

lama

- on India's strategic culture and on why nuclear weap
ons are a bad investment

1 listen to popular music recorded before 1984 |
was seven years old in London when the Beatles and
the Rolling Stones exploded onto the musica !
like Inchan and Western classical - jazz and the ues
1 wish I could play soccer and the racquet games, but
my back won't allow it. 1 enjoy dancing, but am told
that people give me a wide berth w

al sce

en [ gyrate! | once
thon

i

m:

started watng a novel and training (not

n read, wate

atthe same ime). T am a decent cook. 1
and speak French (sort of). Whatever you hear, | am
nota construction engincer!

I think that the greatest strengths of current Doscos
atility, prodigiousness, resilience, efficicney, re
The greatest weak
ness of contemporary Doscos are: herding, ant-intel
lectualism, self -absorption, over-competitiveness, tra
ditionalism and a lack of generosity. 1 am proud to
have known every Doon HM (except, unfortunarely.

are:

sourcefulness and good humour

Arthur Foot).
I am sure Doon 1s good for India.

CAREER CALL

The Careers’ notice board
/ will highlight leading colleges
= and institutes In our country
that offer Law and the study
of Science this
week. All those inter-
ested should look it up.

1 Tha Donm Ananet V6



At the Bus Stop

Rijul Kochhar
It's been a fanushing day,
Lifung loads 1n the gym.
1 =it back in the car, ‘buckled',
And enjoy the show

Qutside, it's seanng hot
As if rods of iron,
Hot from the furnace,
Hit the world ar full blast

‘The bus-stop offers a fleeung sight,
As eggs fry on the bonnes, with delight
It’s not packed at this hour,
Since most occupants are busy i their showers.

A gl sats cross-legged, wielding a suck,
Her eyes fuel the infemo ata fast pace.
No, that's the heat playing its mck
I mustn't let my imagmnation race.

A billboard reads ~
“Cooler than the Alps, Now in the City!"
Only snowfall could do the deed
As fat aunts prepate for gossip mn their ‘kitnes!
But one individual carches my antention,
And brings my wild melee of ideas 1o rest.
He has been here for a lung detenuon,

On and on, be enes out in his hawker’s tne,
1 lis tnicks to sell,
Condd outstnp the adman’s fortune,
And send hin nnging the dreaded knelt

With his skull-cap firmly on,
He turns to Mecca at the call
Five imes in a day he does 10,
Four on the road. and one when he aroves home

He eats the heat,
And belches in delight,
While he feeds the litchis cool water,
And offers faod for my mund
A woman walks to the vendor,
And asks him for a kla.
‘Forty,’ he says.
“Ilurry, she bargains.
The man beams nwardly in delight,
And portrays disgust ar the world’s sight

Nineteen he uses to buy more of the seasonal goods,

And the rest he spends on his needs and food.
And what of the girl,
Wiclding the formudable stick?
Well, she takes a bus,
Preens, and makes her exit.

€ 10 many, as a test of the best

WHITHER HUMANITY?

Aroorva JosHi
Da you ser friend, what | see,
Is that really a rope on the tree?
Who's that man who's kissing the rope;
Is he in his mind or is he on dope?

What's going on? Is it the slipknor,
Ot is hus life really that short?
Is this our future, you and me,
Is this what we fail to see?

Yes, they are a superior race,
That’s what their fuhrer says
See they are weeping, weeping and
crying,
The world s watching, watching and
sighing.

The sky over humanity is overcast,
Concentration camps, the Holocaust
The world has set off towards; where?
Qur blood’s on the streets of Tiananmen
Square
Messengers of peace, the Vietnam war,

PAGE

We are guilty, yes, to the core,

With nothing are we born, with nothing
we die;

Then over what is all this hue and ¢ry?
e are but brothers, we share the same
land,

Organisations, the Ku Klux Klan
Where 15 our hero, whdse songs we sing;
Don’t we need a Martin Luther King?
We are all equal, equality of sex,

But it was me who killed Malcolm X

>_.
4
£
=
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o
a.

We are diseased, there is no remedy,
Holy wars, let’s kill Kennedy.
Voice of God, thus spake our mentor,
Yes, it's down, the World Trade Centre.
What in his mind could really be?
When he shot down Gandhiji
Democracy hijacked, our voices halted;
The doors to sanity firmly bolted.
Man's fury, deip the chlonne tanks,
The world divided 10 two armed camps
Guns and bombs, the vile warhead,
Humanity is safe, there is no dread

He is sull there, he is holding the rope.
Yes, [ think, he is on dope.

He'll swing calmly in the breeze,
Only then will his soul find release
Who s that in the distance, s he his

Maker?

No, my friend, it's the Undertaker!
Tod, | v ——y
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